Newsletter – April 2014
A Message from the Chairman
Thanks to all who made the Ludlow 21 Celebration Event on March 15th such a roaring success.
The attendance was wonderful with lots of new faces and young people. It was a true 'celebration' and I
trust has also attracted some new members.
WANTED! Our indefatigable and conscientious Company Secretary is throwing in the towel after more
than 4 years of dedicated service to the Board and to Ludlow 21 and we need to find a replacement. Peta
will be a hard act to follow but we are sure you are out there!
Duties are negotiable from the basics of arranging and minuting Board meetings and submitting an annual
return for Companies House to playing an active part in promotion / publicity and assisting activities within
our groups.
WANTED! We are also looking for a new Membership Secretary. Juergen has done a valiant job juggling
membership duties with health issues and very limited amounts of energy for which we owe him our
gratitude. Now the time has come to limit his outside commitments.
Again this is a role that can be tailored to suit the individual with scope for member contact / follow up and
recruitment for a 'people' person.
If you are interested in either of these jobs or would like to know more please contact David or Peta.

'Paint The Town Green' Celebration Event
This event on 15th March at Ludlow Brewery was a great success, with highlights including:
A light-hearted green quiz;
The premiere of a new short film all about Ludlow 21;

Delicious food prepared by students from the
Grow Cook Cater team;

Children and young people creating a
textile collage banner;
Lively dance music from Bandamania;

Music from talented young singer songwriter Jess Prentice, including a song specially written by Jess for
the occasion. Fifteen-year old Jess, from Caynham, has been playing guitar since she was seven, and
writing songs for the last couple of years. She has appeared live at a number of events including Ludlow's
Got Talent and the Ludlow Festival. Jess and her family have agreed for us to reproduce the lyrics of her
wonderfully poignant new song 'Open Your Mind', here.
Open your mind by Jess Prentice
Look around you
Beauty surrounds you
Its soul defines you
So why should I remind you?
The Earth’s justice
Is catching up with us
Well why not it’s fair enough
Just look at what we’ve done
You want to play your part?
Just go to Ludlow 21!
Open your mind
Venture deep inside
Open your mind before we run out of time
Don’t leave it all behind
So look around
At the desolation we leave in our wake
At the trees and the hills and the lakes
We can’t bring that back again
You think the dying will wait
For us to contemplate?

Open your mind
Venture deep inside
Open your mind before we run out of time
Don’t leave it all behind
We will run out of time if you don’t
open up your mind x6
Open your mind
Venture deep inside
Open your mind before we run out of time
Don’t leave it all behind
Open your mind

Make Bananas Fair Campaign
Fairtrade Fortnight is over but the campaign to Make Bananas Fair isn’t. So far 18,000
signatures for the petition have been counted over the UK – Ludlow Fairtrade Town
Group has collected just under 200 of these and the Fairtrade Foundation has
reported that twice as many MPs came to the Parliamentary event as in 2013 and
there are signs of movement from some retailers.
However, price wars generally still continue. Banana farmers are worried about the sustainability of their
livelihoods and cultures. Closer to home, these wars are also concerning British farmers.
The Campaign, which is part of the three year Make Food Fair Campaign, will continue, bringing a better
understanding of the long term human impact of shelf prices of loose bananas being halved whilst costs
double for farmers.
If you have not been able to sign the petition yet, please go to the Fairtrade Foundation website and sign
the petition there - make the voices of the powerless heard by the powerful. AND ALWAYS BUY FAIRTRADE
BANANAS!

Recycling and collaboration with Hope 2014
(update by Alan Stewart)
1) The Ludlow "Pride of Place" recycling and litter-picking started again last month, when we were
supported by Hope 2014 (a project to get churches engaging with community projects across the whole of
the UK throughout 2014) and got a good number attending (14, the most since Graeme Perks and I took
over its organisation 3 and a half years ago). It will continue on the last Saturday of every month from The
Buttercross, top of Broad Street in Ludlow at 10:20, followed by coffee at 12:00. Much of this event was
videoed by Tom as part of his Ludlow 21 video.
2) A couple of the Ludlow "Pride of Place" recyclers went on the annual litter-pick organised by the
Richards Castle Women's Institute, aimed at tidying up the village and roads into/ out of Richards Castle.
They included the "main backroad" from Ludlow to Leominster (if that makes sense) and also the
southernmost road from Ludlow to the A49. It was attended by, again, about 14; coffee was laid on in
Richards Castle village hall.
3) The Hope 2014 Clergy did pancake racing outside the castle against a team from Ludlow 21 / Ludlow
"Pride of Place" outside Ludlow Castle. There was a good crowd, everyone dressed up in Hope 2014 Tshirts. Unfortunately, our team of Les, myself, Graeme and Chloe (borrowed from The Rose & Crown,
where we have our Green Drinks on the 21st of each month) were no match for the team of clerics, who
had obviously spent the week practising!

Our team

Les in action

4) I met with Chris Davis, Director of the Ludlow Arts Festival, who has agreed that Ludlow "Pride of Place"
should look after the recycling and waste management again at this year's event (14 June - 6 July). Anyone
who is interested in working for us, please contact me by e-mail (Alan-Stewart@hotmail.co.uk) and I will
let you know more.
5) Thank you to everyone who spent the time help me in my recent attempt to enter Ludlow Town
Council. From a starting position of knowing about 3-4 voters in Whitcliffe Ward, Ludlow, I gained 21% of
the vote, with the winner receiving 33%. Of course, Ludlow 21 is a non-political organisation, so I was
standing as an Independent Candidate.

What is Fracking and do we need it?
Thursday 13th February 2014. Charlton Arms, Ludlow. An event organised by Ludlow 21
Summary by Megan Blackmore.

1. The geology of hydraulic fracturing to release gas from shale
Professor Michael Rosenbaum
Shale is a very commonly occurring fine-grained rock, making up about half of all sedimentary rocks. About 95% of
all organic matter found in rock is contained in shale. This organic matter is not easy to release.
Organic matter from land plants and seawater algae has become buried over millions of years, forming shale deep
under the ground. As the organic matter decayed and was 'cooked' by geothermal heat, it has been converted to oil
and thence to gas. In some places due to geological events the shale has made its way to the surface again and the
gas has been released, but where shale is buried deep enough the gas remains.
Petroleum engineers have developed technology to extract oil and gas from sandstone, but the different, much finer
structure of shale makes extraction much harder as the gas is adsorbed to the surface of the rock. However much
more organic matter is contained within shale.
The drilling of exploratory boreholes is the only method of confirming the presence of shale at depth. There is a
geopolitical discussion to be had about whether or not these boreholes should be drilled, i.e. should we be searching
for shale gas in the first place?
How much gas is there?
This is not an easy question to answer. Several questions must be answered: How much shale is there? How much
gas is present in the shale? (Testing of samples is required to determine this) How much of that gas is free to
extract?
The process of 'fracking'
First a vertical well is drilled over considerable depth approx. 7,000ft. This is then branched out horizontally. Then
the ground is cracked by hydraulic fracturing or 'fracking' where sand and water is injected under pressure. The sand
particles jam open the cracks.
The extraction of the adsorbed gas then requires the use of chemicals to reduce surface tension.
Environmental effects
Immediate environment: The surface site is relatively small, however the large amounts of water required generally
have to be brought in by tanker: approx. 200 tanker-loads of water required for one well.
Water demand: Around 900 tonnes of water to drill the hole, 10,000 tonnes to do the fracking. There are concerns
about whether there will be enough water to do this.
To meet 10% of the UK demand from shale gas over a 20 yr period would require the use of 1/10,000 of the total
water being abstracted. This seems quite a small proportion, however in many cases the water is not available local
to the fracking sites, which can lead to conflict.

Risks to drinking water: The fluid used in fracking is 99.5% water and sand by volume. The remainder includes
surfactants and hydrochloric or muriatic acid (a chemical also used in kitchen tile cleaner). There are Environment
Agency controls on the use of these chemicals, with a distinction being made between 'use' vs release into the
environment. This would be ok if the chemicals could be contained, however only 20-80% come back, so where
does the rest go?
• Overflow of settlement tanks. Storage tanks are used to allow settling out of chemicals, solids, etc. These
can overflow if heavy rainfall is not adequately catered for, e.g. in Pennsylvania during Hurricane Katrina.
• Cracks in the lining of the borehole due to ground movement can lead to leakage.
• Deep in the well there may be connections to pre-existing wells, etc, which could then cause gas to reappear
elsewhere at the surface. This is an unknown which needs to become known to avoid problems.
Stress within the ground: If stress within the ground becomes too great, rock begins to break up, either by
fragmenting or shearing. This breaking up is required to achieve fracking, to release the gas.
Microseismic activity, i.e. small earthquakes, are relatively common, and can be naturally generated. They have also
been generated where old coal mines are collapsing. Large seismic events are rare, but can be induced in a similar
manner if the fluid pressure is increased in the vicinity of an area of significant differential stress. Not much is known
about stresses at these depths. For example:
Pre-existing cracks within the ground, are they open? Could fracking open them further? How far? This has not
been studied in detail. 'Joints' and 'faults' in the rock, are these preventing or facilitating fluid flow? Very little study
has been done.
Two examples of gas-related disasters in the UK over the last few decades:
• Loscoe, Derbyshire, 1986. This explosion was not to do with deep gas but was caused by methane gas from
an old landfill.
• Abbeystead, Lancashire, 1984. A tunnel for a new water pumping station had gone through caves and
released geologically created methane gas which then ignited causing an explosion. This is the only
geologically created gas disaster in the UK to date, but these two examples demonstrate that gas needs to be
treated with respect. Prof. Rosenbaum stressed the many unknown risk factors associated with fracking.

2. Alternatives to Fracking
The following speakers outlined four practical local examples of renewable energy projects.

Bob Ensum, Sustainable Bridgnorth
Crida Wind Co-operative
Sustainable Bridgnorth is a community group whose sole purpose is to reduce carbon emissions and support
projects to do that. An opportunity arose to support a wind turbine project on local farmland, leading to the
development of the Crida Wind Co-operative in partnership with Sharenergy.
Bob detailed some of the constraints on wind power generation and the planning process. In June 2011 a viable
proposal was put forward. Local exhibitions were very well received, with the majority of respondents being in
favour. The proposal to erect a met mast to measure wind speed and noise was approved by the Planning
Committee in Dec 2011. The final scheme was submitted in June 2013 but a date for the Planning Committee
hearing has yet to be announced
The project will involve 2 medium-scale wind turbines generating enough electricity for approx. 750 homes, with a
max. capacity of 1.5 MW. This is a community-owned project and will have a positive local impact in terms of
generating income for a community fund for use in local parishes and the wider Bridgnorth area. The response on
the planning portal shows a small majority against the proposal but well below the level of other wind turbine
schemes where 4 out of 5 responses are negative.

Jeremy Thorp, Sharenergy
Ludlow Hydro Scheme
Sharenergy exists to help communities to set up renewable energy co-operatives.

Jeremy detailed the proposed project of a hydro-electricity generation scheme on a weir in Ludlow. The landowner
decided to approach the project as a community co-op after initial consideration of a private commercial venture.
There is one major landowner and two others. All landowners are now on board.
This will be a 30kW scheme, generating 145,000 kWh / year, around 40-50 houses worth.
Planning permission and an Environment Agency licence are needed. The initial costs of this work will be funded by
a Pioneer share offer, which has already raised £30,000. The co-op will be set up as an Industrial and Provident
Society and a share offer to the local community should raise the full capital for the project, around £350,000. A 5%
return on shares over 20 years is expected, which is an attractive return. The main share offer will be publicised
when available. The pioneer share offer is still available (sufficient funding has been raised for the initial work but
more would be helpful.)

Adam Kennerley, Cwm Harry
Ludlow Biodigester
Cwm Harry has a history of food waste collection and processing, and vegetable growing. They have found that if
people are engaged in waste management, they will reduce the amount of waste they generate. This same effect is
likely to translate to energy conservation.
The Ludlow Biodigester is currently owned by Shropshire Council and has no economic organisation driving it. Cwm
Harrry plan to work with Sharenergy to run the biodigester as a community enterprise. The biodigester could
generate electricity for approx 200 homes, plus 250kW of heat. Food waste is taken in, digested, and creates
methane.
The two main issues to address are:
• Food waste collection: how to feed it? This could involve working with Shropshire Council to collect food
waste locally in the county, or another possibility is waste from Powys and Ceredigion. This is currently
transported to Oxfordshire for biodigestion, and will continue to do so for 10yrs due to a contract, but in
doing so it passes right by Ludlow, so could be a possibility for the future.
• How to recycle the nutrients remaining from the organic waste? e.g. as a growing medium for gardening.
The Ludlow biodigester has fantastic potential to be a showcase for anaerobic digestion. Many local organisations
are working in this field, particularly on small farm / business based digesters.

Jeremy Thorp, Sharenergy
Leominster Sunrise Co-op
This is a solar project in Leominster. Solar PV on community buildings is a good idea but historically problematic due
to bureaucracy. Help from supportive local councillors has resulted in Herefordshire Council supporting this project
at a Leominster primary school.
A brand new building is replacing two existing ones. As part of the new building a flat roof had potential for a 90 kW
solar PV installation. The installation is happening already and the school will be finished in summer, so connected
up in June / July and generating a proportion of the school's electricity when opened in September.
Share offers are normally for a minimum £250 holding to minimise overhead costs, but in this case will be reduced to
£100 to encourage parents to buy shares on behalf of children at the school. The share offer will be launched in
March – look on the Sharenergy website for details.

3. Energy Possibilities
Richard Priestley
Current energy debates centre around:
• Climate change

•
•
•
•

Costs
Energy in / out ratios. (This is becoming worse year by year for fossil fuels. Fracking is portrayed as good
from this point of view, but with respect to climate change the gas really needs to be left in the ground.)
Nuclear, Renewables, Efficiency, which / what combinations do we need?
Is 100% Renewable possible? For heat and transport aswell as electricity?

Current renewable energy figures (2009) Norway 99.2%, UK 6.7%, so there is a lot we could be doing! There is
increasing evidence that 100% renewable energy is possible. Denmark and Germany are leading the way in Europe.
If Germany with its high levels of industry can do it, anywhere can.
One perceived problem with renewables is the intermittence and variability of supply. Using a wide variety of
renewable sources and improved storage will get over these problems.
New technology is making the transfer of electricity over long distances much more possible. Local generation is the
best option, but for big cities e.g. London this is not so feasible.
Over the last 100 years we have become used to a very wasteful relationship with energy. Shropshire is currently
spending around £1 billion per year on energy imports (Herefordshire £0.5 billion). This is £2,700 per person. We
could become much more efficient, and also re-invest some of that money into the local energy economy, e.g.
Sharenergy projects.
Case Study: Güssing, Austria
Population 3,500 (Bromyard size)
This is a remote area which had very low employment, and many young people were leaving the area. Local leaders
realised that the large sum being spent on imports of fossil fuels for heating could be reinvested in a local fuel
economy. The town now generates all its own electricity, all its own heat, and quite a lot of transport fuel. This is
done by biodigestion, and electricity generation from biomass, and a little solar (no wind turbines). Low lying
pastures are being managed for biomass generation and biodiversity. This has greatly increased local employment,
and the income generation means high investment in local services.
A renewable energy revolution is happening around the world, not necessarily in the places you might expect.
Morocco and Uruguay, among others, are at the cutting edge. Uruguay hopes to have 90% renewable electricity by
2015, and Ouarzazate in Morocco will be the world's first solar city by 2015. In tropical regions, diesel generators are
being replaced with photovoltaics as PV becomes cheaper.
Renewables are becoming more efficient year by year. There is rapid development of new solar PV technology, e.g.
Oxford PV's organic screen printed PV glazing, and Naked Energy's 'Virtu' solar thermal / PV hybrid (water cooling of
PV panels also makes the electricity generation more efficient.) Tidal and wave power technologies are also being
developed.
As energy prices go up and the price of renewables goes down, feed-in tarrifs will become less necessary.
Energy efficiency is an area which needs to be addressed, particularly energy efficiency in transport systems, food
production, and housing (making new housing more thermally efficient).

Further information:
http://www.sharenergy.coop
http://cridawind.org.uk
http://cwmharry.org.uk/
http://www.leominstersunrise.org.uk
http://www.ludlow21.org.uk

Your Newsletter, What do you think?
Hello, just a quick note to introduce myself. I'm Megan and I've recently taken on the editing of the Ludlow
21 newsletter. I'm quite new to Ludlow 21 myself and aware I'm taking on a challenge to carry on
producing something to the same high standard you are used to from Peta! I'm grateful to the members of
the board for supplying me with a great variety material for newsletters so far, it's really helping me to get
a better idea of the many things Ludlow 21 are doing. I would be interested to know members' opinions what do you like or find useful in the newsletter, what would you like to read more about? I'm happy to
research local, national or global topics of interest to members. Even better, if you would like to contribute
something yourself, that would be great. Please get in touch, megan.blackmore@gmail.com

Forthcoming Events
Information about some upcoming events which may be of interest to you. There is also a poster for the
Traidcraft Spring Fair at the end of the newsletter. If possible please could you print and display it?
Welcome to the Swifts
Ludlow Swift Group will be holding the annual 'Welcome to the Swifts' event again this year, comprising a stall at
the Local to Ludlow Market on Thursday 22nd May and the evenings of Sat 24th and Sun 25th at the Charlton Arms.
The events on Saturday and Sunday evenings will be held on the top floor of the Charlton Arms - in the open air
area overlooking the river from 6pm until dusk on the Saturday and Sunday evenings. There will be poster displays
with lots of info about Swifts and Ludlow Swift Watch, binoculars and telescopes so that people can watch the birds
flying over the river and, hopefully, see some visiting nest sites. Local experts will be around to answer questions
and help visitors understand why we are so anxious to protect our Ludlow birds.
The market stall will have lots of pamphlets, posters and general information together with an example of a Swift
nesting box and a video of swifts in Oxford (a classic video made many years ago but still, arguably, the best). We
also hope to have some things for children on the stall.

Dates for your Diary
Below are events we are aware of at the time of producing the newsletter but check the News and
Forthcoming Events section of the Ludlow21 website regularly for an up-to-date list.

April
Thursday 10th

9:00am –
2:00pm

Local to Ludlow Market

Market Square

Saturday 12th

10.00am 4.00pm

Traidcraft Fair trade Spring Fair
See poster below – please print and display if you can

Ludlow Mascall
Centre

Saturday 12th

10.00am for
10.30am start

Easter Family Cycle Ride
9 mile led cycle ride (or shorter 6 mile option).
Refreshments and Easter Egg Hunt
Contact Ray Hughes 01743 253008

Dinham
Millennium
Green

Thursday 17th

18.17 train
from Ludlow

Folk Down The Track
Change at Craven Arms for Heart of Wales Line to
Knucklas

The Castle,
Knucklas

Saturday 19th

10.00am –
12.00pm
from 7:30pm

Community Market

Monday 21st

Green Drinks

Thursday 24th

9:00am –
2:00pm

Local to Ludlow Market

Saturday 26th

10.20am

“Pride of Place” Recycling and Litter Picking

Stanton Lacy
Village Hall
Rose and
Crown
Market Square

The
Buttercross,
Ludlow

May
Tuesday 6th

9.45am for
10.00am start

Thursday 8th

9:00am –
2:00pm

Tuesday 20th

9.45am for
10.00am start
from 7:30pm

Wed 21st

Ludlow Easy Riders Cycle Ride

Castle Square

Local to Ludlow Market

Market Square

Ludlow Easy Riders Cycle Ride

Castle Square

Green Drinks

Rose and
Crown
Market Square

Thursday 22nd

9:00am –
2:00pm

Local to Ludlow Market
featuring 'Welcome to the Swifts' stall

Sat 24th &
Sun 25th
Saturday
31st

6.00pm dusk

Welcome to the Swifts

10.20am

“Pride of Place” Recycling and Litter Picking

Charlton Arms
The
Buttercross,
Ludlow

June
Thursday 12th

9:00am –
2:00pm

Tuesday 17th

Local to Ludlow Market

Market Square

9.45am for
10.00am start

Ludlow Easy Riders Cycle Ride

Castle Square

Sat 21st

from 7:30pm

Green Drinks

Thursday 26th

9:00am –
2:00pm

Local to Ludlow Market

Rose and
Crown
Market Square

Saturday 28th

10.20am

“Pride of Place” Recycling and Litter Picking

Saturday 28th

TBA

The
Buttercross,
Ludlow

Tour de Ludlow Family Cycle Ride

Contacts
Ludlow 21 Chairman

David Currant

01584 875501

coordinator@ludlow21.org.uk

Ludlow 21 Company
Treasurer & Board

Peter Norman

01584 878398

peter@ledwyche.demon.co.uk

Ludlow21 Company
Secretary

Peta Sams

01584 876818

Peta.Sams@btinternet.com

Ludlow 21 Membership
Secretary

Vacant

Fairtrade and Human
Rights & Board

Liz Taylor

01584 831149

fairtrade@ludlow21.org.uk

Food and Farming Group
& Board

Kate Norman

01584 878398

foodandfarming@ludlow21.org.uk

Events Group& Board

Roger Furniss

01584 874205

events@ludlow21.org.uk

Other Board members

Tish Dockerty
Denise Thompson
Nina Walmsley
Alan Stewart
Kim Holroyd

01584 872043
01584 875017
07824 508 536
07929 062 691

tish.dockerty@tdky.co.uk
denisethompso40@hotmail.com
nina.m.walmsley@googlemail.com
alan-stewart@hotmail.co.uk
kimholroyd@hotmail.com

membership@ludlow21.org.uk

Ludlow 21 Website

www.ludlow21.org.uk

Green Festival Website

www.greenfestival.co.uk

Local to Ludlow Website

www.localtoludlow.co.uk

Ludlow Open Days

http://www.ludlowopendays.org.uk

Fair trade
Spring Fair
th
Saturday 12 April
10am – 4pm
Ludlow Mascall
Centre,
Lower Galdeford
Light Refreshments,
Entrance Free
Crafts, Homeware, Accessories,
Children’s Gifts, Cards, Foods, chocolate
and Easter Eggs
Ludlow Fairtrade Town – part of Ludlow21

