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THE FURNITURE SCHEME

The Furniture Scheme - present

* Providing 4 ‘referral packages’ / emergency packages a month to people identified as having
an urgent need for furniture. We charge £40 per package and it includes all essential items to
equip a house, apart from white goods. The potential value of the furniture delivered varies
considerably but is often worth more than £500 and can be over £1,000.Based on the lower
figure of £500 we are giving out £24,000 worth of furniture and receiving £1,920 from the
customer/referring agency.

* Offer a 25% discount on furniture to anyone in receipt of means tested benefits.

* We are diverting 16.5 tonnes from landfill every month — 198 tonnes a year.

* Qurvans collected 3,967 items between April 2015 and March 2016. Many more items
are brought in to our Re-use Centre every day.

* We are also contracted by Veolia to collect Bulky Waste from the Bridgnorth district —
totalling more than 100 tonnes of Bulky Waste every year.

* The basic cost of collecting a donated item is £6.87 per item. (Driver, volunteer, fuel,
insurance, van rental, misc. vehicle costs, booking admin)

* Destination by weight... Re-use 46% - Recycle 37% - Landfill 17% (sofas, armchairs,
mattresses, plastics)

* In 2015 we supported more than 70 work placements with nearly 30% securing paid
employment at the end of their time with us. We consider this a high success rate
given that our client group is often those furthest from the job market.

We contribute to a sector that, every year (figures from www.frn.org.uk ):

* Employs over 4,700 staff

e Saves over 110,000 tonnes of co’

¢ Supports around 13,500 volunteers

* Provides training to around 23,000 trainees

¢ Helps around 1,000,000 low income households

e Diverts 103,000 tonnes of waste from landfill

* Re-uses 3,000,000 items of furniture and electrical equipment
* Saves low income households £348,000,000 on essential goods
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The Furniture Scheme future

* Financial sustainability, secure and able to invest in our future and help more people.

* Improve our ability to deconstruct. Increase our re-use and recycle rate. As little as possible
going to landfill.

¢ Still be able offer our referral packages to those who need it.

*  Working more collaboratively with local partners — seeking out joint opportunities.

*  Work more closely with local employers to find destinations for work ready

trainees/placements.

“It's easy to make a buck, it’s a lot tougher to make a difference”, Tom Brokaw, Journalist.
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